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INTRODUCTION. 
Reader, 


Bſerving the prevailing Power of 
Prejudice, and the too great Ea- 
ſineſs of Mankind to be impos d upon 
by defigning Perſons, and eſpecially on the 
Side of Uncharitableneſs, (fo depraved is the 
Nature of Man) and conſidering alſo what 
miſchievous Effects that Evil hath produ- 
ced among too many of all Sorts of People, to 
the Hurt ef Civil as well as Religious Society, 
by the Coldneſs, Jealouſie, Uncharitable- 
neſs, and Animoſity, even to Hatred and 
Perſecution (the very Contraries and Re- 
verſe / the true Chriſtian Religion) that 
have thereby abounded, we have the leſs 
wondered at the hard Treatment we, as a 
People, have ſuffered from other Per ſiva- 


ſions, almoſt all of them having in their 


Turn; ſome I hope, ignorantly, others I fear, 
wilfully, miſrepreſented our Principles, 
miſgiving our plain Meanings, and called 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


their own ſtrained Interpretations, ay, and 
their downright Perverſions too, our Faith 
and Religion : And thus dreſſing us in the 
Bear's Skin, the Credulous have been excited 
to look upon and treat us as Hereticks, Se- 
ducers, Blaſphemers, and what not, while 
(bleſſed be God) our Aim and Bent have 
been the very Power and Work of Religion 
upon our Souls, that wwe might be God's 
Workmanſhip through Chriſt Jeſus, his 
bleſſed Son and heavenly Agent; taking 


this to be the very Life and Soul of true 
Religion; the Effeft and Fruit of the di- 


vine Nature, which makes us Chriſtians in- 
deed here, and fits us for Glory hereafter, 
And becauſe we have choſen Retirement, 
Moderation, Self-Denial, uhich to be fure 


are the Solids and Inwards, the Spirit 


and Subſtance of Religion, and have there- 
fore waved and ſequeſtered ourſelves from 


more outward and pompous Communions, 


Offence hath been taken at us, and we have 
been diſingenuouſſy repreſented to the 


World; on which Account I have pub- q 
liſb d this little Treatiſe, for the Sake e 


others, as well as in our own indication, 


but theirs eſpecially that are under Preju- 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


dices from vulgar Abuſes. I would intreat 
uch to conſider, that if it be an Evil to 
Judge raſbly or untruly of any fingle Man, 
how much a greater Sin is it to condemn 


an whole People : And if the Matter about 


which the Fudgment is made, renders it 


more or leſs evil, certainly to condemn the 
Religion of a whole People in the Lump, 


which af once — their Faith, 
Worſhip and Morals, al muſt be, if 
Valle or miſtaken, as great an Injuſtice as 


can well be committed, and the Almighty 
ail not hold them guiltleſs, that have 
been jo uncharitable and injurious to their 
3 Newghbours, And this we have frequently 


lamented as our great Unhappineſs, above 


all that our Enemies have been able Argu- 


mentatively to urge againſt us, that we 

are yet unknown of thoſe that ſtick not to 
condemn us. But they muſt certainly be 
nexcuſable with jult Minds, that will 
take our Belief at our Enemies, ra- 
ther than at our own Hands, who beſt 
ought to know what wwe believe, But it 
will be the Buſineſs of this little K E X to 
explain the pretended Obſcurity, and ſhew 
the Difference between our Principles, and 
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The INTRODUCTION, 


the vulgar Account and Apprebenſions, and 


thereby open a Way into ſo clear and plain 


an Underſtanding of our true Principles, Y 


from our Enemies Perverſions, that we 


hope, with God's Bleſſing, all impartial En- 
quirers will be ſatisfied of our holy and 


Chriſtian Profeſſion : And this we alſ6 
earneſtly defire for their Good, that as we 


have been called of God, out of the Evil of 


the World, to be a People to his Praiſe, 


through his Grace, ſo none may ſtumble or 4 


be offended at the Truth we teſtiſie of ; 


but ſeeing the Excellency of it, by the Peace 
and Purity it leads into, they may im- * 
brace it, and walk in it; which is the | 
beſt Way to end Controverſy, and obtain | 
the a and true End of Religion, the F 


Salvation * the Soul. 
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SECTION I. 


Of the Light within, what it is, and 
the Virtue and Benefit of it to Man. 


HE Quakers Hold, That 
the natural Light in the 
Conſcience of every Man 
in the World, is ſufficient to ſave all that 


hon 1. 


X follow it, and fo they over-throw Salvation 
by Chriſt, A mighty Error indeed, if it 
were true. * | 


Principle. But it is at beſt a great Mi- 


ſtake: For their Belief and Aﬀertion is, 
= That Chrift, who is the Word, that was with John i; 
God, and was God; (and is ſo for ever) bath © *: 
= lighted every Man that cometh iuto the 


World with his own Light, as he is that 


; | zrue Light, or ſuch a Light, as there is no 
other to be compared with him; which 
ss the Meaning of the Emphaſis true in 


the Text, 7obn i. 9. And that ſuch as foHow 
the Reproofs, Convictions. and Leadings 
of that Light, with which he enlightens 
the Underſtandings and Conſciences of 


Men, Hall not walk in Darkneſs, that is, in See 1fa; 

Evil and Jgnorance of God, but fhall Ich, 6. 

bade the Light of Life ; that , being 4, 
; F ; Aa 
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kit Salvalion, Which is from Sin here, as well as | 


: aſſert the Light of Chriſt, to be ſufficient to | 


| Rev, and corporeal Light to ourſelves : But as Wh: 


! 


Sseeloh. 4 holy and living State or Condition to- 3 
iii. 21. 


v. 40. wards God : A State of Acceptance and 1 


X. 1 


from Wrath hereafter: And for which End 1 
Chriſt was given of God. So that ey | 


ſive, that is, to convince of Sin, lead out | F 
of it, a and quicken the Soul in the Ways of | a 
Holineſs; and not to be a natural Love | Y 
otherwiſe than as all Men, born into the V 
World, have a Meaſure of Chriſt's Light, F 
and ſo it may, in a Senſe, be ſaid to be a- 1 
tural to all Men, becauſe all Men have it fo 
coming into the World. For this Light is WF, 
tony 1g elſe than the bare Underffand- M;: 
Man hath as a rational Creature : 
Since, as ſuch, Man cannot be a Light to 1 nm 
himſelf ; but has only a Capacity of ſeeing, | 3 
by Means of the Light with which Chriſt, 
the Word enlighteneth him. For we can WG 
no more be a mental or intel/eual Light Wt 
to ourſelves, than we are an external M11 
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xxl. 24. the Sun in the Firmament is the I. ight WV 


of our Bodies, ſo the Light of the divine 7 
Word is the Sun of our Souls; the glori- 
ous Luminary of the intellectual * 
and they that walk in it will by it be led I. 
to Bleſſedneſs. 

Pervers. 2. The Quakers hold, That be | 
* within them is God, Chriſt, and the | 


3 Fa 
holy Spirit; /o that every Quaker Has 
hole God, Chrift, and holy Spirit in him, 
18 => is groſs Blaſphemy . 
Prin. This is alſo a Miſtake of their Be- 
lief: They never ſaid that every divine II- 
X lumination or Manifeſtation of Chriſt, in 
the Hearts of Men, waswhole God, Chriſt, 


"i or the Spirit, which might render mee SY 
\c guilty of that groſs and bla/phemous Ab- 4 viii. 


7 ſurdity ſome would faſten upon them: 12. 


"> Bat that God, who is the Light, or the 243 
1 Word Chrift, who is Light, ſtiled the ſecond a7. © 
5 Adam, the Lord from Heaven, and the 
7” guictuing Spirit, who is God over all, bleſſed 
i or ever, hath enlightened Mankind with a 


XZ Mea/ure of ſaving Light; who ſaid, I am 
Fe Lizht of the World, and they that fol- 
low me, ſhall not abide in Darkneſs, but 
Fave the Light of Life. So that the Illu- 
Z mination is from God, or Chriſt the di. 
vine Word; but not therefore that whole 
God or Chriſt is in every Man, any more 
than the whole Sun or Air is in every 
Z Houſe or Chamber. There are no ſuch. 
Zharſh and unſcriptural Words in their 
EZ Writings. It is only a frightful Perver- 
Von of ſome of their Enemies, to bring 
Fan Odium upon their holy Faith. Yet in 
g Senſe the Scriptures ſay it, and that is 
their Senſe, in which only, they ſay the 
ame Thing, I will walk in them, and dæell 
ef in 
be : 
ly Þ 
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Gal. iv, Little Children, of whom I travel again in 
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1 ; in them. He dwelleth with you, and ſhall 
17, 18, be in you : T will not leave you comfortleſi, It 


* 


7 oy 


n 1 wil! come to you : I in them, and they! 


26, 27. in me: Chriſt in us, the Hope of Glory. Un. 7 


2 Cor. 1;/5 Chriſt be in you, ye are Reprobates, &,; 


xiii. 5, 


19. Birth, until Chrift be formed in you. Now. 
if they who denied his Coming in the 
Fleſh, tho' high profeſſing Jes, were to 
be accounted Artichriſts, becauſe Enemies 
to that Appearance and Diſpenſation of & 
God to Men; what muſt they be reputed, Ki 
who as iy diſown his inward, nearer, | 
and more ſpiritual Coming, Formation, and Li 
Dominion in the Soul; which, is to be; 
ſure, the higher and nobler Knowledge 

ca, ; Of Chriſt ? Yea, the Myſter) hid from lig 

27. Ages, and now revealed to God's People. MG! 
The Riches of the Glory of the Myſtery, MWno 
which God reſerved to be made known MT 

to the Gentiles, of whoſe Stock we are, ly 
Certainly tho? they are called Chriſtians, Mob 
they muſt be no whit leſs Antichriſt 
than thoſe obſtinate Fews of old, that /: 
oppoſed his more viſible and Bodily Ap-Wdu 
pearance. is RR 
Perverſ. 3. By the Quakers Dofirine,Þ® arc 
every Man mult be ſaved, for every Man, 
they ſay, is ſavingly enlightened. 7 
Prin. Not ſo neither: For though the, tha 
Light or Grace of God hath, and doth all 

| more 
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more or leſs appear to all Men, and that 10 


We: . n 3 
A 7 brings Salvation to as many as are Tit. ii. 
3 | . : | 11, 12. 
% Faugbit by it to deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Gen vi. 
u. Luis, and to live ſoberly and righteouſly, 3. 

3 dly in thi World he Ezek. 
B&criptures teach; yet it no Way follows, 21. 22, 
that Men muſt obey, and learn fo to do, Mica 


he 1 hether they will or not. God tenders /a- vi. s. 
to Ming Light or Grace to all, and by it 1— 


Falls all, and ſtrives and pleads with all, 2 Pet. 
According to the Meaſure and Maniteſta- 15 
tion of it; but if they will not hearken vii. 16, 
Mo it, he is clear of their Blood. His . 
Light is ſaving that lighteth them, but 
it cannot be ſaid to ſave them, while they 

rebel againſt it. In ſhort, tho' Men are 
Wlighted or viſited with a ſaving Light or 


ple. Grace, yet the Quakers never concluded, 

ery, nor can it rightly be concluded from their i 
»wn | Teſtimony, that ſuch Men muſt neceſſari- 

are, ly and abſolutely be ſaved, whether they 

ms, Robey or rebel. | 1 

riſt Perverſ. 4. By the Quakers Light or 


Spirit, they may be moved to Murder, A- 
dultery, Treaſon, Theft, or any ſuch like 
Wickedneſs, becauſe they ſay, that ſuch as 
ine, ¶ are jo led, bave the Light within them, 
Jan, Prin, This never was their Doctrine, nor 

is it conſequent of it: For tho? they hold 
) theEthat all have Light, they never ſaid that jonn iii 
JotiWall obey'd it, or that evil Men, as ſuch, 29,2 
nore | | e 3 


_— 


or in ſuch Things, were led by it : Much 


leſs could the Light be chargeable with | 
the Sins of thoſe that refuſed to be led 
by it. For herein they know the Spirit | 
of God, and the Motions of it, from the 
Spirit of this World, and its Fruits, That 


the Spirit of God condemns all Ungodlineſs, 


and moves and enclines to Purity, Mercy, | 
Righteouſneſs, which are of God. | 
They deny and abominate that looſe | 


and ranting Mind, which would charge 


the Spirit of God with their unholy Li- 


berty. God's Spirit makes People free 


from Sin, and not to commit Sin. Neither | 
do they diſtinguiſh, as ſuch looſe People 
wickedly do, between the AZ, and the | 
Evil of it. Wherefore they ſay, that as | 
the Tree is known and denominated by its | 


Fruits, ſo Spirits are by their Influences, 
Motions and Inclinations: And the Spirit of 


God never did incline any one to Evil, 


And for that Cauſe they renounce this 


Conſtruction of the Ranters, hat Evil is no 


Evil when they are led to it by God's Spirit: 
For that groſly implies, as if the Spirit 


of God led Men at any Time to that 


which is evil-in itſelf, or that it were 
poſſible to be /inleſs in the Commiſſion 


of Sin, as Murder, Theft, Adultery, Re- 


venge, &c, For that never was nor can 


be the Way and Method of God's Spirit, 


9 5 Which 


on mn. ie gs, e 2 


ET 4 


which is pure and holy for ever, and brings 
all that regard the Convictions and Mo- 


tions of it, into a Senſe and Sorrow for 
Sin, and ſo leads them into a State ot 


Reformation, without which, all Profel- 
ſion of Religion is meer Formality, and 
Hypecriſy. So that Man's Sin, and De- 
ſtruction are of himſelf, but his Help is 


in God alone, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
bleſſed Sacrifice, and Sandifier. 


6 


r n 
Of Infallibility and Perfection. 


Perver- HE Quakers muſt be all 
ſion 5. infallible and perfect, if 
they have ſuch an infallible Light in them. 
Prin. No ſuch Matter: This is alſo a 
great Abuſe of their true Meaning. They 


ay the Principle is pure, perfect, un- 


errable in itſelf, or elſe it were very un- 
fit to lead Men out of Error and Im- 

purity. But they never did aſſert them- 
ſelves ſuch, merely becauſe it was with- 
in them: By no means. But that all 


who are led by it, and live according to 
its Manifeſtations, are ſo far perfect, and 
lo far infallibly in the right Way, as they 
are led by it, and not a jot further. For it 

- gg 


viii 4. 


Rom, 


14. 


viii. 9, 


[1 


is not Opinion, or Speculation, or Notion; | 
of what is true; or Aſent to, or the Sub. 
ſcription of Articles, or Propoſitions, tho'Þ 
never ſo ſoundly worded, that according 
to their Senſe, makes a Man a true Be. 
liever, or a true Chriſtian. But it is 2 
Conformity of Mind and Practice to the 
Will of God, in all Holineſs of Converſa-“ 
tion, according to the Dictates of this 
divine Principle of Light and Life in the“ 
Soul, which denotes a Perſon !rul; 1% 
Child of God. For the Children of Gulf 
are led by the Spirit of God; but if any Man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his. And let it be noted, that tho? this ſpi. 
ritual Principle be in Man, yet, i is not ef 
- Man, but of God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
Who can lay down a more independant} 
Doctrine upon Self, and a more depending 
one upon the Grace or Gift of God? Let] 
us not, pray, be miſtaken, nor ſuffer for 
ſuch Miſapprehenſions, nor be made toi 
hold what we don't, on purpoſe to dil-F 
repute us with ſober People, or to ſup-i 
port the miſtaken Charges of our Ene. 
mies. Yet to ſhew that a State of Per- 
tection from Sin (tho' not in Fulneſs | 
Wiſdom and Glory) is attainable in thi 
Life, they, among others, refer them 
to thele Scriptures, which for Brevityſl 
fake, 


TX 


ſake, are not ſet down at large, but the 


Reader is deſired to turn to them. 


Gen, xvii. 1. Deut. xviii, 13. Job i. 1, 8. ii. 2, 3, &c. 
=X viii* 20. pſal. xviii. 32. xxxvii. 37. and CXix. 1. Prov. 
. 21. Mark v. 48. Luke vi. 40. 1 Cor ii. 6. 2 Cor. 
iii. 9 11. Eph. iv. 13. 1 Theſ. iii. 10. 2 Tim. iii 17. 
James i. 4. 1 Pet. v. 10. Heb. vi. 1. 1 John vi. 7, 8, 9. 
1 ii. 20 27. it, 55 6, 7. 8. iv. 17. | 
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| Of the Scriptures, their Truth, Autho- 
i rity, and Service, 

| Perver- FTTH E Quakers deny 1 . 
{ſion 6. lures, for they deny them to 
„be the Word ef God, 
Prin. They own and tile the Scrip- 
„ tures, as they own and ſtile themſelves, 


viz. 4 Declaration of thoſe Things moſt 
ruly believed, given forth in former Ages 
8; the Inſpiration of the holy Spirit; con- 


— 
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God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto 
Wall good Works, They are the Form of 
Bound Words. We profeſs to believe them, 
ni read them, and ſay, it is the Work we 
have to do in this World, and the earneſt 


1 


— 


= 
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equently that they are profitable for Doc- ne 1. 
rine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In-: 2 Tim, 
ruction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of — 8 


Deſire of our Souls to Almighty God, that 


r 


eh. 


[ 1] 


we may feel and witneſs the Fulfilling off 

them in and upon ourſelves; that fof 
God's Will may be done in Earth, as it i 
ohn i. in Heaven, But to call them the Word off 
den Aix Goch (the Ground of the Charge) which! 
TY they never call themſelves, bur which! a 
they peculiarly denominate and call 
Chriſt by; in Reverence to Chriſt, and} 1 

in no ſlight to them (which they believe 

to be of divine Authority, and embrace ; 

as the beſt of Books, and allow to be 280 
much the Word of God, as a Book can be) 

they do, as in Duty and Reaſon bound | 


attribute that Title to Chriſt only. 


And yet as the Word of God may, in ; 
ſome Senſe, ſignifie the Command of God, 
referring to the Thing or Matter com- 
manded, as the Mind of God, it may be 
called the Word of the Lord, or Word | 
Goa: As, on particular Occaſions, the 
Prophets had the Word of the Lord to Per: 5 
ſons and Places; that is to ſay, the Mini 
or Vill of God, or that which was com. 

manded them of the Lord to declare off 
do. So Chriſt uſes it, when he tells the 

Nat. vii. Phariſees, that they had made the Word (ol 
Command) of God of none Effect, by thei 
Traditions. But becauſe People are ſo api 

to think, if they have the Scriptures the 

have all (for that they account them the 

wa wee of God, and ſo look 1 
ther; 


of „ 

lol ther; that is, to no ozber Word, from 

XZ whence thoſe good Words came) there- 
fore this People have been conſtrained, ; 
and they believe by God's good Spirit, | 


once and again to point them to the 

great Word of Words, Chriſt Jeſus, in VG 1 

= whom is Life, and that Life the Light of © 1 
Men; that they might feel ſomething 1 
nearer to them than the Scriptures, to 1 
wit, the Word in the Heart, from whence 
all holy Scripture came, which is Chriſt 

= within them the Hope of their Glory. And 

to be ſure he is the ozly right Expounder, 

as well as the Author of holy Scripture, _. 
and without whoſe Light, Spirit, or Grace, Rom x. | 
they cannot be profitably read by thoſe © “s 
that read them. [ 

Perverſ. 7. They deny them to be any | 
Means, whereby to reſiſt Temptal ion. 5 
Prin. This is a very uncharitable Aſ- 

perſion. True it is, that they deny the 
Scriptures meerly, or of themſelves, to be 
1 to reſiſt Temptation; for then 
all that have them and read them, would 
be ſure to be preſerved by them againſt 
Temptations: But that they ſhould deny 
them to be any Means or Iuſtruments in 
God's Hand, is either great Ignorance or 
Injuſtice in their Adverſaries. God bath 
= made uſe of the Scriptures, and daily doth, 

TY and «itil make uſe of them for Inſtruction, 
i B 3 Reproof, 


1. ee 4 
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[ 12 ] 
| Reproof, Comfort and Edification, through 
the Spirit, to thoſe that read them as they Wi 
ought to do. Thus they ſay, they- have 
felt them, and ſo they have been and are | 
made unto them, through the good Spirit 
of God, coming in apon their: Spirits, in 
the reading and conſidering of them; and 
wiſh heartily they were more in requeſt 3 
with the Profeſſors of 3 


F 


Of the Holy Spirit of God, and its 
Office, with reſpect to Man, and 
of Miniſtry, Sc. f 


| Perver- HE Quakers aſſert the Spi. 
ſion 8. rit of God to be the imme- 
dite Teacher, and that there 

is no other Means now to be uſed, as Mini- 
| fry, Ordinances, Sc. . 
Prin, They never ſpoke ſuch Language, in 
and their daily Practice confutes the Re-. ¶ Tire 
flection. But herein we perceive the great H 
Subtiliy of Satan, as well as in other Hes 
Things, to darken the Appearance of the W's ſc 
Truth, and prepoſſeſs Peoples Minds Jex 
acainſt it. For ſince he cannot hinder the the 
Eraliation of the Spirit above al] viſible Mi 

Inſtruments, 


E 


Wnftruments, nor the Neceſſity of its Ma- 


nifeſtations, Convictions, Motions, and 
perations, to be known in the Hearts of 


Men, and the great Suitableneſ thereof 
to the Goſpel- Adminiſtration, he would 
Wſooil all by over- doing the Matter, and 
Wcarrying our Aſſertions beyond Bounds ; 
for they never denied the Uſe of Means, 
but to this Day, from the Beginning, 
they have been in the Practice of them. 
But then they are ſuch Means as are uſed 
Jin the Life and Power of God, and not in 
Hand from Man's meer Wit, Vill, or carnal 


1 unovation or Imitation; the only Thing 


2 
f 7 
* 


hey ſtrike at. For Inſtance, they cannot 
wn that to be a Goſpel- Miniſtry, that is 
ithout a Go/pel-Spirit ; or that ſuch can 


be ſent of God, that are not zaught of God; 
or that they are fit to teach others what 
Regeneration and the Way to Heaven are, 
bat have never been born again tbemſelves; 
Jor that ſuch can ever bring Souls to God, 
that are themſelves Strangers (like thoſe 
in the As xix. 21.) to the Baptiſm of 
ire, and the Holy Ghoſt ; never having been 
circumciſæed with the Circumciſion of the 
Heart in the Spirit, Rom. ii. 29. Which 
is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to make a rue 

Jew, or a real Chriſtian, and much more 
the requiſite Qualification of a Gofpel- 


This 


Mixiſtry. 


[14 } 

This unexperienced and Lifeleſs- Mini 
try, is the only Miniſtry, and ſuch the 
only Miniſters, that the People called Qu. 

john Kkers cannot own and receive, and there. 


1 1% fore cannot maintain. For the Miniſrjl 


xvi. iz. and the Miniſters that are according to 


_ $® 1. Scripture, they both own, reſpect, and d. 


Gal. i. light in, and are ready to aſſiſt and op. | 


1% 6. port in their Service for God. 


It is ſtrange, becauſe they deny all Kalte 5 
Means, or Means not ſanctified, or uſed in 


the Openings and Leadings of God's Power 
and Spirit, that therefore they muſt 
deny all Means, however rightly uſed} 
or imployed. This is an Injuſtice to 
their Profeſſion and Practice. Where.“ 


fore all are deſired to take notice, Tha 
Evangelical Means and Order they love 
and deſire to keep: For they diligentlyſ 
_ aſſemble themſelves together to wait up- 
on God, to enable them to worſhip 
1 where they both Pray and Propbe. 
xiv. 15, ſie, one by one, as prepared and movei 
25,3, in their Hearts by his Spirit, and as an) 


See 


1 ohn Thing is revealed to them, according toll 
207 22. primitive Practice; otherwiſe they are . 


Eph. v. len before the Lord. Nor are they with- 


Cl. ii, Out ſpiritual Songs, making Melody in their 
16. Hearts to God their Redeemer, by the. 
lame holy Ghoſt, as often as they are} 
comforted} 


cor 
prir. 


"LF 1 
Fee and moved by it, as was the 
primitive Practice. 


66—B 


. 


Of the Holy Three, or Scripture- 
Trinity. 


- 


Perver- _ H E Quakers deny the Tri- 
ſion nity. 
"Prix Nothing leſs : They believe in Johnl.1 
the Holy Three, or Trinity of Father, Rossis 
ord and Spirit, according to Scripture 3 1) nn 
And that theſe Three are truly and pro- „. 
perly One: Of one Nature as well as 
[ ill But they are very tender of quittin 
| Scripture Terms and Phraſes for School- 
nens; ſuch as diſtin and ſeparate Perſons 1 cor. 
and Subj ifkences, &c- are; from whence 18, 31. 
People are apt to entertain groſs Idea? 6 = 
and Notions of the Father, Son, and Holy s. 
Ghoſt. And they judge, that a curious 
Z Enquiry into thoſe high and divine Rela- 
tions, and other ſpeculative Subjects, tho? 
never ſo great Truths in themſelves, tend 
little to Godlineſs, and jeſs to Peace, which 
ſhould be the chief Aim of true Chriſtians. 
And therefore they cannot gratifie that 
Curioſity in themſelves, or others : Specu- 
lalive Truths being | in their Judgment, to 
be 


[16 ] 


be ſparingly and tenderly declared, and 1 


never to be made the Meaſure and Condi- | 

tion of Chriſtian Communion. For be. | 
ſides that, Chriſt Jeſus hath taught them | 
other Things ; the ſad Conſequences, in all Þ 

Times, of ſuperfining upon Scripture- | 
Texts, do ſufficiently caution and forbid | 
them. Men are too apt to let their Heads 
out-run their Hearts, and their Noton | 
exceed their Obedience, and their Paſſion | 
ſupport their Conceits, inſtead of a daily 
Croſs, a conſtant Watch, and an holy Prac- | 
tice. The deſpiſed Quakers deſire this may | 
be their Care, and the Scripture Text | 
their Creed in this, as in all other Points : | 
Preferring Se//-denial to Opinion, and 
Charity to Knowledge, according to that 


great Chriſtian Doctor, 1 Cor, xiii. 


et. 8 


n 
Of the Divinity of Chriſt. 


Perver- HE Quakers deny Chriſt | 


ſion 10. to be God. 


Prin, A moſt untrue and unreaſon- | (; 


able Cenſure ; for their great and Cha- 
racteriſtick Principle being this, that Chri/t, 
as the divine Word, lighteth the Souls of all 


Men that come into the World, with a fi- 


ritual 
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ritual and ſaving Light, according to 
John i. 9. viii. 12. (which nothing but the 
Creator of Souls can do) it does ſufficient- 
ly ſhew they believe him to be God; for 


they truly and expreſly own him to be ſo, 


according to Scripture, viz. In him was John i, 
Life, and the Life was the Light of Men; Rom. 
and he is God over all bleſſed for ever. ix. > 


+ CT vi 
Of the Manhood of Chriſt, 


i Perver- HH E Quakers deny the Hu- 
ſion 11. man Nature of Chriſt. 


Prin. We never taught, ſaid, or held, 


ſo groſs a Thing, if by human Nature be 
® underſtood the Manhood of Chriſt Jeſus. 


For as we believe him to be God over all 
© b:/ed for ever, ſo we do as truly believe 


bim to be of the Seed of Abrabam and 19. vii 
David after the Fleſh, and therefore truly 
and properly Man, like us in all Things, 23. 
(and once ſubject to all Things for our Lute i. 
# lakes) Sin only excepted. on. 


SECT. 


14. 
Mat. i. 


the various Senſe of the Word Juſtificalion, 


[18] 
2 <a — TTT 
| | be 
8 E r 
; wh 
Of Chriſt Jeſus, his Death, and | YG anc 
d M. 
of, 
Perver- Quakers expect to b. per 
ſion 12. T zue and ſaved by th: 1 the 
Light within them, and noi gu! 
by the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt. BY 
Prin. This is both unfairly and un- hae 
truly ſtated and charged upon us. But 4 14K 
a 


obliges me here to diſtinguiſh the Ule ol. 
it; for in the natural and proper Senſe, i : 


plainly implies, making Men juſt, that tha 

were unjuſt; Godly, that were ungod- Sel 

ly; upright, that were depraved ; a led 
the Apoſtle exprefſeth himſelt, 1 Cor. 2: 
vi. 11. And ſuch were ſome of you, but 5 he 

are waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſied, but . ind 
are juſtified in the Name of the Lord Feſus iba 

and 1 the Spirit of our God. In the other} 6 
Uſe * the Word, which ſome call a ©” 

Law-lenſe, it refers to Chriſt, as a Sa.] tha 

crifice and Propitiation for Sin, as inn 8 
Rom. v. 9. Much more then being now juſliÞ the 

fied by his Blood, we ſhall be Javed fron lie 
Ie\ 


Wrath through bin. And 1 John ii. A an 


„15 = 
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an fin, we have an Advocale with the 
8 Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous ; and 
he is the Propitiation for our Sins; and not 
r ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the 
8 whole World. Which tho' a great Truth, 
and moſt firmly believed by us; yet no 
Man can be entitled to the Benefit there- 
ot, but as * come to believe and re- 


— 
— — 


„ pent of the Evil of their Ways; and 
„then it may be truly ſaid, that God 
% Juſtifieth even the Ungodly, and looks 
7 vpon them through Chriſt, as it they 
m. had never ſinned; becauſe their Sins 
1 = forgiven them for his beloved Son's 
ge Not that God looks on People to be 


ia Chriſt that are 20 in Chriſt; that is, 
as that are not in the Faith, Obedience, and 
. Self-dental of Chriſt; nor /anFified, nor 
led by his Spirit, but rebel againſt it; 
* and inſtead of dying to Sin, through a 


4 © indulge themſelves daily in it; for they 
R, bat are in Chriſt, become new Creatures; 


her old Things are paſt away, and all Things 
1 if with them become new, Wherefore we ſay, 
Sa that whatever Chriſt then did, both liv- 


in e and dying, was of great Benefit to 


ii the Salvation of all that have believed, 
—Y and now do, and that hereafter ſhall be- 


ance 


true and unfeigned Repentance, live and 


lieve in him unto 9 and Accepi- 


[ 20 ] | 
ance with God. But the Way to come to 

that Faith, is to receive and obey theſ _ 

Manifeſtation of his divine Light and 
Grace in their Conſciences, which lead. tt 
Men to believe and value, and not to dil. that 
[> "pig own or undervalue Chriſt, as the common | Hea 
1 John Sacrifice, and Mediator. F or we do af ny 
7. firm, that to follow this holy Light inf wad 
the Conſcience, and to turn our Minds, op 
and bring all our Deeds and T houghts to ol © 4 

it, is the readieſt, nay the only right Wayß ea 
to have true living and ſanctifying Faith 
in Chriſt, as he appeared in the Fleſh 
and to diſcern the Lord's Body, Coming, and 
Sufferings a-right, and to receive any 
real Benefit by him, as their only Sa cri 
and Mediator; according to the ber 
Diſciple? s emphatical Paſſages, IF we wail 
Lo in the Light, as (God) is in the Light, «| 
* have Fellowſhip one with another, and 9 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth ui 
from all Sin. And becauſe this People 
fay, that Chriſt's outward Coming and 
Sufferings profit net to their Salvation 
that live in Sin, and rebe] againſt this 
divine Light, ſome have untruly and un. 
uncharitably concluded, that they Gen 
the Virtue and Benefit of Chriſt's Coming 
and Sufferings in the Fleſh, as a Sacrifuſ 
for Sin. Whereas we only deny and op- 
poſe a falſe and dangerous e of 
c en 


[ 21 ] 

them in and to a diſobedient State. For 

we believe Chriſt came not to ſave Men 

in their Sins, but from their Sins; and 

that thoſe that open the Door of their 

Hearts at his inward and ſpiritual Knocks, 
[to wit, the Reproofs and Convictions of Rev, th 

his Light and Grace] have their Con- 

ſciences ſprnitled with his Blood (that is, 

& diſcharged from the Guilt of them) from 

dead Works to ſerve the living God, And 
that ſo far only as Men come by Faith, 

Kepentance, and Amendment, to be Chriſt's, 

= Chriſt is theirs; and as he has an Intereſt 

ll in their Hearts, they have an Intereſt in 

; bis Live and Salvation. That is, fo far 


as they are obedient to his Grace, and 1 
9 eu up bis Croſs, and follow him m the 1 
9 Ways of Meekneſs, Holineſs, and Self-de- 0 
rial, ſo far they have an Intereſt in — 
: chan. and no farther, And here there || 
is no Condemnation indeed to them that are / 
in Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe ſuch walk not af. = 


ü ter the Fleſh, but after the Spirit ; for we 
have ſeen a Shoal or Sand here, that we 
fear many Thouſands have /ptit upon, 
which we deſire to avoid, and are ear- 
2 neſt that others may beware of i it alſo ; 

„vir. that becauſe Chriſt died a Sacrifice 
d or the Sins of the whole World, by which 
Ihe put Mankind into a Capacity of Sal- 
vation, and has ou "oy one a Talent 


ing to the Luſts and Spirit of it. Such aft 


7 124 9 
of Grace to work it out by. They preſume 
upon the Sacrifice, and ſin on, withouſ 
a thorough Repentance, Reformation and 
Converſion to God, ot dying with Chrit| 
to the World, but living in it, accord. 


- theſe may be aſſured, that iber Chriſt iſ 
gone they ſhall never come; for ſays the 


bleſſed Apoſtle, God ſent his Son lo ble 

us, by turning every one of us ſrom the Evil nal 

of our Way, So that the contrite, hum. Rig! 
ble, meek, and ſelf-deny ing People, ateapPP 
thoſe that have the true and full Bene. Irhey 
fit of Chriſt's Coming, Suffering, and Me. IAtrüe 
diation, and of all theſe holy Ends for. 01 
which God his Father anointed and gave lin, 


him to the World, viz. To be the Way chat 
Truth and Life, Light, Leader, and Sa. Dea 
viour; to be a King, Prieſt, Prophet, Sa. HO 
crifice, Santiifier and Mediator. Being en- ou 
ſibly felt of all ſuch to reign over their him 
Hearts, teach them God's royal Lau, vid 
give them ſaving Knowledge, and to Ap! 
mediate, atone for, ſanktify and juſtify them 
in the Sight of God his Father, for ever. 
By all which it is evident to any mo- De. 
derate Enquirer, that we acknowledge 
Chriſt in his double Appearance; as in the, Whe 


Fleſh, of the Seed of Abraham, ſo in the 
Spirit, as he is God over all bleſſed for ever. I; | 
Wherein is a full Confeſſion both to him 

5 FC as 


Tu) 

„as a bleſſed Perſon, and as a divine Prin- 
ciple of Light and Life in the Soul; the 
Want of which neceſſary and evident 
Diſtinction, occaſions our Adverſaries fre- 
quent Miſtakes about our Belief and Ap- 


A plication of the Scriptures of Truth con- 
bel cerning Chriſt, in that two-fold Capacity. 
For it is not another than that eter- 
nal Word, Light, Power, Wiſdom, and 


Righteouſneſs, which then took Fleſh, and 
appeared in that holy Body, by whom 
they have received, or can receive any 
true ſpiritual Benefit. They holding, Light 
is only from. him, Forgiveneſs only through 
im, and Sanctification only by him. So 
chat their aſcribing Salvation from Sin and 
Death eternal to him in this Age, who 
Snow appears by his holy Spirit to their 
Pouls, as before expreſſed, cannot render 
him 3 Saviour in that Age, or make 
void the End and Benefit of his bleſſed 
Appearance then in the Fleſh on Earth, 
Jor his Mediation now in Glory, for thoſe 
that believe in him in this Age. Whoſe 
Dodrine pierced, whoſe Life preached, whoſe: 
Miracles aftoniſhed, whoſe Blood atoned, and 
whoſe Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, 
confirmed that bleſſed Manifeſtation to be 


Ino leſs than that of the Word- God (the John i, 
m Life and Light of Men) manifefted in tbe m. 


as (44%, according to the Apoſtle Paul, for iii, is, 


C 3 the 


Fe OR mt 
the Salvation of the World: And there- 
fore properly and truly was the Son of 
Man on Earth, and is now as truly the 


Son of Man in Glory, as the Head of 
our Manhood, which ſhall alſo be glo- 
rified, if we now receive him into our Hearts, 
as the true Light that leads in the Way 
of Life eternal, and continue in well- doing 


io the End. 


— — 


s N e r. 
Of Good Works, &c. 


Perver- HUS it is the Quakers 6. 
ſion 13. up Works, and meriling by 
W.,, the Fapes 1 
woereby Fuſtification by Faith in Chriſt is 
en, ETON 

Prin. By no means: But they ſay, 
with the Apoſtle James, Chap. ii. that true 
Faith in Chriſt cannot be without Works, 
any more than a Body can live without a 
Spirit; and that where there is Life, 
there is Motion, and where there is no 
divine Life and Motion, there can he 


no true Faith ; Believing being a Fruit 


of divine Life. Nay, by the Compari- 
ſon, if they were ſeparable, Works be- 
ing compared to the Spirit, they would 

| . | have 


Wr & Rs * — ——— — k 4 Ny noun. * — . ol a 
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have the better. The very Believing is 


f Wn Ad of the Mind, concurring with | | 
> [God's working in or upon the Mind, and | 
| 


f Hherefore a Godly Work. And no ſooner 
true Faith begotten in a Soul, but 
it falls to working; which is both the 
7 Nature, and in ſome Reſpect, the End 
| Nor yet do we ſay, that our very beſt 
Works, proceeding from the true Faith 
Itſelf, can merit; no, nor Faith joined 
with them, becauſe eternal Life is the 
Piſt of God. All that Man is capable of 
pelieving or performing, can never pro- 
perly be ſaid to merit everlaſting Bleſſed- 


* 
4 85 hy * * ps . 
— K — — — 


. — 
*, 


es, becauſe there can be no Proportion 4 
y Was there muſt be in caſe of Merit) be- 4 
3 veen the beſt Works that can be perform 

ad in the Life of Man, and an eternal 


Felicity. Wherefore all that Man can do, 
ven with the Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, 
an never be ſaid ſtrictly to merit, as a 
Debt due to the Creature: But on the 
pther Hand, that right Faith, and good 
Yorks, which ariſe out of it, or will fol- 
ow it, may and do obtain the bleſſed Im- 
mortality, [which it  pleaſeth Almighty 
Pod to give, and priviledge the Sons of 
Men with, who perform that neceſſary 
Condition] is a Goſpel and neceſſary way 
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And this the Quakers ground upon, and 
therefore boldly affirm to the World. 
So that they deny all Merit from the 
beſt of Works, eſpecially. by ſuch a 
ſome Papiſts may conceive to be merito-. 
rious. But as they on the one Hand 
deny the Meritoriouſneſs of Works, ſo 
on the other Hand, neither can they 
Join with that /azy Faith which works 
Phil. ii. % out the Salvation of the Soul with Fear 
and Trembling. Pray let not good Work 
make Men Papiſts, becauſe they make iſ 
Men Chriſtians. 1 am ſure believing and 


not working, and imagining a Salvation .. 


from Wrath, where there is no Salvation 
or: Cleanſing from Sin, which is the Cauſe 
of ir, is no whit leſs unſcriptural, and 
abundantly more pernicious to the Soul, 


Mat. vii Bleſſed is he that hears Chriſt's Words and A 


does them. The Doer is only accepted, 
| Wherefore it ſhall be ſaid at the laſt ÞÞ 
Mat, Day, not well profeſt, but Vell done good 
wv and: faithful. Servant, enter thou into the 
Jay of thy Lord. Thou. holy, humble, Pa- 
tient and meek Liver: Thou that loveſt Þ 
me above all, and thy Neighbour as thy 
Self: Enter thou: For, for thee, and ſuch 
as. thou art, was it prepared from the Þ 


Foundation of the World. Which Recom- 


pence of his Faithfulneſs, is the infinite 
Love of God, revealed and given to Man 
through 


| Repentance, through Chriſt the Sacrifice 
and Mediator, our great Scape-Goat, So 
that Men are not juſtified, becauſe they 
are ſanctified, but for his Sake that ſanc- 
tifies them, and works all their good 


iſm, and the Supper. 


. 
through Chriſt, for though Death be the Rom. 


| Wages of Sin, yet the Gift of God is eternal 
| Life to ſuch. So that as the Peopled called 


9akers do not hold that their good Works 


merit, neither believe they that their 
good Works juftify them. For though 
none are juſtified that are not in meaſure 
ſanctified, yet all that Man does, is Duty, 
and therefore cannot blot out old Scores. isa. 
For that is meer Grace and Favour, upon x. 


12. 


Works in them and for them, and pre- 


ents them blameleſs; to wit, Chriſt Jeſus, 

who is made unto them, as he was to the 

1 {S:ints of old, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanc- 1 Cori. 
[tifcation and Redemption; that he that glo- 28 
rielßh might glory in the Lord. | 


K N x 


Of Water-Baptiſm, and the Supper. 


EPerver- HH E Quakers deny the tuo 
ſion 14. great Sacraments or Ordi- 


nances of the Goſpel, Bap- 


Prin. 


[28] 
Prin. Whatever is truly and properly 
a Goſpel Ordinance, they deſire to own 
and practiſe : - But they obſerve no ſuch 
Language in the Scripture as in the Re. 
flection. They do confeſs the Practice of 
FJobn's Baptiſm and the Supper is to be 
found there; but Practice only is no In. 
ſtitution. or ſufficient Reaſon of Continu- 
ation. That they were then proper, 
they believe, it being a Time of great 
Infancy, and when the Myſteries of Truth 
lay yet couched and folded up in Figures 
and Shadows, as is acknowledged by Pre 
teſtants. But it is their Belief, that no 
Figures or Signs are perpetual or of Inſti. 
tution, under the Goſpel Adminiſtration, 
when Chriſt who is the Subſtance of them, 
is come: Tho' their Uſe might have been 
indulged to young Converts in primitive 
Times, becauſe of the Condeſcenſion cif 
former Practices, | 
It were to overthrow the whole Goſ- 
pel Diſpenſation, and to make the Com. 


ing of Chriſt of none Effect, to render 25 


Signs and Figures of the Nature of the 
Goſpel, which is inward, ſpiritual, and 
eternal, If it be ſaid, But they were uſei i 
after the Coming of Chriſt, and his Aſcen- 
fion too; they anſwer, ſo were many Jeu- 
% Ceremonies, not eaſily aboliſhed, 2 
Circumciſion, Sc. It is ſufficient to * 

that 


[29] 


that Water-Baptiſm was Jobn's, and not 


Chriſt's. See Mat. in. 11. As i. 5. That 
Jeſus never uſed it, Jobn iv. 2. That it 
was no Part of Paul's Commiſſion, which 
if it were Evangelical, and of Duration, 
would certainly have been, 1 Cor. iv. 15, 
16, 17. And that there is but one Baptiſm, 
as well as but one Faith, and one Lord, 
Epb. v. 4. And that Baptiſm ought to be 
of the /ame Nature with the Kingdom of 
which it is an Ordinance, and that is ſpi- 
ritual. The ſame holds alſo as to the Sup- 


per, both alluding to old Jewiſb Practices, 
and uſed as a Signification of a near and 


accompliſhing Work, viz. the Subſtance 
they repreſented. 

If any ſay, But Chriſt commanded that 
one of them ſhould continue in Remembrance 


of bim; which the Apoſtle to the Church 
at Corinth explains thus: That thereby they Luke 

do ſhew forth the Lord's Death till he comes. 4s. 
We alledge, that he that ſaid ſo, told his }; ws 
Diſciples allo, That he would come to them os xvi. 
again: That ſme ſhould not taſte of Death 7 Gn 
till they ſaw him coming in the King dom : i * 
And that he that dwelleth with them, ſhould v. rr 29, 
be in them: And that he would drink no Mark 
more of this Fruit of the Vine, till be ſhould * 
drin it new with them in the Kingdom of 

God, Which is the new Wine that was to 

be put into the cw Bottles, and is the us 

0 
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of the Kingdom, as he expreſſeth it in the 0 

ſame Place: Which Kingdom is within, a: for 

may be read in Luke. He was the Hea. iſ 0'* 


John vi. yenly Bread that they had not yet known, 4 


nor his Fleſh and Blood, as they were to Kit 
know-them-; as may be ſeen Jobn vi. S0 
that though Chriſt was come to end all 
Signs; yet till he was known to be the 
Subſtance to the Soul, as the great Bread 
of Life from Heaven, Signs had their Ser. 
vice with them, to ſhew forth, and hold 

in hand, and in Remembrance of Chriſt; 
eſpecially to the People of that Day, whoſe 
Religion was attended with a multitude of 
the like Types, Shadows and Signs of the 
one good Thing and Subſtance of all, 
Chriſt manifeſted in his People. And that 
great Apoſtle Paul ſays expreſly ot the 
JFewiſb Obſervations, That they were Sha- 
dows of the good Things 10 come, but the 
Subſtance was of Chriſt, Hence it is, that 
the People called Quakers, cannot be faid 
to deny them; that is too hard a Word: 
But they truly feeling in themſelves the ©* 
very Thing, which outward Water, Bread ſh " 
and Wine, do ſignify, or point forth (to *© 
ſay nothing here of their Abuſe, and what 
in that Caſe may be argued from the In- 
ſtance of Moſes taking away the Brazen 
Serpent by God's Command) they leave - 
them off, as fulfilled in Chriſt, who n u © 

1 hben 


them the Hope of their Glory : And hence- Mark 


| one Baptiſm, one Bread, and but one Cup of 1418. 
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forth they have but one Lord, one Faith, 5 


Bleſiings, and that is the net Wine of the 45 


ä of God, which is within. xvii, 20 


— 


* 


— 
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S E C T. XI. 


of the Rane, and etdtnal. 
' Recompence. : 


Perver- HEY atknowledge no Re- 
ſion 13. ſurrection of the Dead, nor 
Rewards to come. 

Prin. In this alſo we are greatly bad. 
We deny not, but believe the Reſurrection 
according to the Scripture ; not only from 
Sin, but alfo from Death and the Grave : 

But are conſctenciouſly and not cautelouſſy 

cautious in expreſſing the Manner of the 

Reſurrection intended in the Charge, be- 

cauſe 'tis left a Secret by the Holy Ghoſt 

in the Scripture. Should People be angry 

with them for not expreſſing or aſſerting 

what is hidden, and which is more curious 

than neceſſary to be known, and in which 

the Objectors themſelves cannot be poſi- 

tive? Thou Fool, is to the curious Enqui- 1, x Cor. 

Fer, as ſaysthe Apoſtle : Which makes the to 34. 
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Qua fers contented with that Body, which 


God ſhall pleaſe to give them hereafter : 
being aſſured, hat their Corruptible ſhall 


put on Incorruption, and their Mortal fhall 


put on Immortality ; but in fuch a Manner 


as pleaſeth God, And in the mean Time 
they eſteem it their Duty, as well as Wiſ. 
dom, to acquieſce in his holy Will. Iris 
enough they believe a Reſurrection, and 
that with a g/orious and incorruptible Body, 
without further Nicities; for to that was 


the ancient Hope. 


1 Cor. 
xv. 19. 


Now as to eternal Rewards, they not 
only believe them, but as the Apoftle ſays 
of old, above all People, have the greateſt 
Reaſon ſo to do; for otherwiſe, who is 


ſo miſerable? Do they inherit the Re. 
proach and Suffering of all that have 


ſeparated from Time to Time from Nati. 
onal Churches? That is to fay, are the 


 Out-cries, that have been againſt the Pro- 


teſtants by the Papiſts, and thoſe of the 
Church of England againſt the Puritans, 
Browniſts and Separatiſts, fallen ſo thick 
upon them; and ſhall they hold Princi. 
ples inconſiſtent with an eternal Recom:- 
pence of Reward ? By no means. It is their 
Faith, their Hope, their Intereſt, and what 
they waii and have ſuffered for, and pref, 
as an Encouragement to Faithfnlneſs, upon 
one mother. And the contrary therctent 

TI mui 


ni 


[ 33 ] 
muſt be both an unjuſt, and an impro- 
bable Suggeſtion of their Adverſaries. 


— — ti. A — 


8 8B E . xl 
Of Civil Honour and Reſpect. 


— 


Perver- HE Quakers deny all Civi! 
ſion 16. Honour and Reſpeft, but 

what is relative or equal be- 
tween Men. 


Prin. We hondur all Men in the Lord, but 1 Pet.ii. 
not in the Spirit and Faſhions of this World jj, 
that paſs away. And though we do not pull Nom. 
off our Hats, or make Curchings, or give job 


| flattering Tiles, or uſe Complements, be- Axrii. 


5 . 21, 22. 
cauſe we believe there is no true Honous, 1 ver, i, 


but Fattery and Sin in the uſing of them; 14. 
yet we treat all Men with Seriouſneſi, and 
Gentleneſs, tho' it be with Plainneſs; and 
our Superiors with a modeſt and awful 
Diſtance z and are ready to do them any 
reaſonable Benefit or Service, in which we 
think real Honour confiſteth, Whereas 
thoſe that thus reproach us, are often 


proud, peviſh, ſuappiſh, abuſive, and oppreſ- 


ſive one to another; tho? at the ſame Time 


they can give one another the Cap and 

Knee, with ſmooth Words, which (too 

generally) they never mean: Which is 
far 


T 
$ 
vi 
5 


| 
| 


Luke 
vii. 8,9. 
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far from true Civility, or honouring all 
Men 1n the Senſe that they were exhorted 
to by the Apoſtle. 


And as for expreſſing our Reſpect to our 


Superiors in all Countries, we think it 
beſt done by obeying all juſt Laws under 
their Government, accordirg to the Say. 
ing of the Centurion unto Chriſt, and which 


Chriſt ſo much approved of, viz. when he 


ſaid to one, come, and he came; to another, 
go, and he went; to a third, do this, and he 
did it, Reaſonable Commands, and rea- 
dy Obedience: This is honourirg of Go- 
vernment and Governors, and not empty 


Titles, and ſervile and fartaſtick Geſtures, 


and drinking of their Healths till they 


drink away their own: The vain and evil 
Cuſtoms of the World, taken from the 


2 Sara, 
vi. 2 2. 


Heathens Practices, and adopted by looſe 
Chriſtians into their Converſation, and fo 
become the Faſhion of the Times. And 
if to diſſent from theſe Things, be to be 
vile, we are content to be accounted more 
vile, having Chriſt's Commands, primitive 
12 and our own Conviions on our 
Side. | | 
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Of Civil Government. 


E 


Perver- H E Quakers are Enemies 
ſion 17. to all Government. 1ſt, In 

bs that every one acteth accor- 
ding to his own Conceit. 2d. Becauſe they 
won't ſupport Civil Government. 3d. Be- 


cauſe they refuſe to give Evidence upon 


Oath as the Law requires. 
Prin. That this is a Calumny, their 
Lives and Converſations ſufficiently ſhew ; 


for no People give the Magiſtrates 1% 
Trouble, or cauſe that Charge or Burthen 


to ſit lighter upon their Shoulders than 
theſe People do. And for their Princi- 
ple, They believe Magiſtracy to be an Or- 
dinance of God, and that he that Ruleth 
well is worthy of double Honour, and de 
ferves to be much valued and eſteemed : 


As ſuch certainly do, who are a Terror 10 


evil Doers, and a Praiſe to them that do 
well, And further, to ſhew that they are a 
People that love Order and good Govern- 
ment, they carefully practice it among 
themſelves. For if there be twenty Meet. 
ings of Worſhip in a County, they per- 


adventure make three or four Monthly 


D 2 Meetings 


Rom, 


1 


1 


s vi. Meetings of Buſineſs, and theſe Monthly 


Meetings are reſolved into a Quarterly 


Meeling for the County, by ſuch Mem— 
bers as they ſeverally appoint to conſti- 


tute it. And all the Quarterly Meetings 
in the Nation, by choſen Men out of them- 
ſelves, do conſtitute one general Tears) 
Meeting, unto which the Meetings of 


thoſe People, in all Parts of the World, 
have their Recourſe, by chen Mefengers, 
or by Epiſtles. - "The Buſineſs of which 


Meetings, in their ſeveral Degrees, is to 


promote Virlue and Charity, Peace and 
Unity. | 


The Quakers will not ſupport Civil Go- 
vernment, and ſo are uſeleſs, if not dange- 


vous to Government, 
This alſo is untrue, upon Experience: 
For what People is more induſtrious under 


Government, or pay their Taxes better to 
it than they do? And Tribute from the 
People, and Juſtice from the Rulers, are 


the Support of Government in all Countries. 


It is true indeed they cannot kill or ſlay 
their own Kind, and ſo are not fit for 


Warriors with carnal Weapons of Deſtruc- 
tion, becauſe they believe their bleſſed 
Lord forbad the Uſe of them to his Fol- 


Mat v. lowers, when he ſaid, They that take the 
3%. Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword ; and 
Xvi. 51, that the Uſe of the Sword in War, Was 


52. 


One 
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one of thoſe Things that God ſuffered for 
the Hardneſs of Mens Hearts, and that from 
the Beginning it was not ſo: In fine, that 


it came in with the Fall, and muſt go out 


with it alſo. And as Chriſt the Repairer 
of Breac bes, and Reſtorer of Paths to dwell 
in, comes to be known to rule, in the 
Heart, Love will take Place of Mralb, and 
Forgiveneſs overcome Injury and Revenge: 
So the Lamb will be preferred before the 
Lyon, and the Lyon refign lo, and lie down Ila. xi. 
with the Lamb, and Deſtruction come to © 
2 perpetual End. For which Cauſe the 
Weapons of this Peoples Warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God, to the pul- 2 cor. 
ling down the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan, 1 
according to the Apoſtle's Doctrine: 
Which is the holy Far, indeed ſtiled by 
the Holy Ghoſt the Saints Warfare. And 
ſince ſo holy, Lamb: like and peaceable a 
State is both propheſied of and promiſed, 
as the Happineis of the latter Times; and 
that it and they take their Beginning in 
Chriſt, the Beginning and the End of all 
rue Chriſtians ; ; let not this People be 
thought wfele/ſs or inconſiſtent with Go- 
vernment for introducing that harmleſs 
gorious Way to this diſt racted World, (for 
ſome Body muſt begin it) but rather adore 
the Providence, embrace the Principle, and 
cheriſh and follow the Example, * 

WII 
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with theni, that Chriſt, the bleſſed Shep- 


pherd of his Flock, will ever preſerve*the 
faithful Followers of his Meekneſs, and Diſ- 
ciples of his peaceable and forgiving Doc- 
trine. N : „ 
The Quakers refuſe to give Evidence, &c. 

It cannot be their Fault, which is fo 


much their Deſire, viz. to be able 10 give 


Evidence upon all Occaſions. Nor, with Juſ- 


tice, can it be reputed their $/ubbornneſs, 


but their Tenderneſs, ſince they cannot 


ſwear at all, and that the Law requires 


Mat. v. 
35» 37. 
James 
v. 12. 


an Oath in Evidence, Now Chriſt having 
commanded his Followers not to ſwear at 
all, and that inſtead of an Oath, or in Caſes 


where Oaths are allowed under the Law, 


their Zea, Zea, and Nay, Nay, ſhould ſerve 
inſtead of Swearing 3 and for this Reaſon, 


becauſe what is more than Yea, Tea, and Nay, 


Nay, cometh of Evil; and for that Chri/- 


tians are commanded to avoid that very 


Appearance of Evil, much more that which 


cometh of Evil, which muſt be Evil: Up- 


on this Account they dare not ſwear at all. 
So that it is for Chriſt's Sake, and the ten- 


der Reſpect they bear to his Evangelical, 
poſitive and general Precept, that they can- 


not ſwear, who is the Truth, and has taught 
them to ſpeak the Truth without an 
Oath, e 5 

| Now 
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| ſee, if thou pleaſeſt, with how little Rea- 
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Now if this would be admitted (and 
often they have prayed that it might be, 
and for want of it, are not only leſs ſer- 
viceable to their Neighbours than other- 
wife they could be, but are great Suferers 
in their Perſons and Eſtates) and that. the 
Government would be pleaſed to accept 
their Zea, Ta, and Nay, Nay, inſtead of an 
Oath, as other Countries do in the like 
Caſes, they would be ready to ſubmit to 
the ſame Puniſhment in caſe of Untruth, 
that is aue by Law to Perjury: And upon all 
Occaſions would be glad to help and ſerve 
their Neighbours with all their Hearts. 
Wherefore let not that be made their 
Fault, that is ſo much againſt their Will, 
and their great Unhappineſs and Afiction. 
Thus, ſober Reader, thou haſt a brief 

Account of this People, their Principles 
and Practice, and therefore thou may'ſt 


ſon they are deſpiſed by ſome, and abu- 

Jed by others; which hath been their 
Lot, in a large Meaſure, ever ſince they 
have been a People; tho' the whole Bent 

of their Spirits and Teſtimony, ſince God, 

by his Grace, hath diſtinguiſh'd them, has 

been to promote the experimental and ſa- i cor. 
ving Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt in the nd,. 
World, by turning the Mind of all People xxxi 
ſrom the Darkneſs that is in them, 10 the 1 John 

5 Light“ 
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in Light of Chriſt which is in them, as the 
2. great, ſingular, and neceſſary Agent and 
Rom. Principle, by which only Man is enlight- 
to 12. ned and enabled to fee and do the Will 
John i. of God. For till Men receive and are 
'® quickned by this divine Principle, they 
are Hypocrites and not Chriſtians, Baſtards 

and not Sons. 1 
Neither can they have true and living 
Faith, whatſoever they profeſs; nor can 
they truly and acceptably worſhip God, 
whatſoever they 
the poor Quakers, and their abuſed Prin- 
ciples, have better Entertainment with 
thee, Reader 3 and do not conclude, be- 
cauſe they direct People to the Light of 
_ Chriſt in them, that therefore it is a meer 
Natural and not a divine Light : Or be- 
cauſe they aſſert Chriſt to be the Word of 
God, and that he is revealed in the Heart 
according to the Scripture, and that the 
Scrapture in that excellent Senſe, is not ſo; 
that therefore bey deny the divine Anthori- 


ty of the Scriptures, and that the Mind and 


Truth thereof, as declared by them, 1s not 
in any Senſe the Word of the Lord to Men: 
Or becauſe they don't receive the Schoo!- 
mens Trinity, that therefore they deny the 
_ Scripture- Trinity of Father, Word, and Spi- 
rit: Or that therefore they deny the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt the Word: Or that they deny 


Chriſt 


perform. Oh then, let 


[ 42 ] 
Chriſt without them, who was the Son 
of Man, in a ſuffering State on Earth, and 
now the Son of Man in Glory, becauſe they 
exalt and preſs the experimental Knowledge 
of Chrift within, as the Truth, Subſtance, 


and Excellency of the Hope of the Glory col. i. 
that hereafter ſhall be 8 as being 22 
the Riches of the Glory of the Myſteries re 2 1 4 
vealed, and to be revealed in theſe latter Days, *iii. 3. 


according to the Scriptures of Truth, Nei— 
ther do thou lay, they hope to be ſaved by 
their own Works, becaute they preſs the 
Neceflity of Well-doing towards Accep- 
tance with God; ſince they maintain, that 


no Works that are not wrought by the Spirit 


of God are acceptable with him; or that they 
hold even ſuch Works to be meritorious, 
becauſe they fay, good Works are nece/- 
ſary and rewardable : Or that they are for- 
given for what they do, and not for what 
Chriſt did: Or that they deny the Uſe of 
Means, becaule they reject Ungoſpel ones, 
and an Ungo/pel Uſe of Goſpel ones: Or that 
they deny Baptiſm and the Supper, becaufe 
they ſay, they are but Signs of the ſpiritual 
Grace, and that they ſerved but for a J ime, 
and that they experience their Accompliſh- 
ment, Neither ſay, that they are uncivil, 
and honour no Man, becauſe they forbear 
ſach Titles and Ceremonies, in which true 
Honour and Civility do not conſiſt : Or that 
they 
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they are againſt Government, becauſe they 


cannot out of Tenderneſs, and not Obſtina- 

cy conform to it in Matters relating to Re- 
ligion and Conſcience; in which Chriſt only 
is Lord and King : Since, Reader, thou 
plainly ſeeſt, that they believethe Light to 
be divine, and the Scriptures to be of di. 
vine Authority; that they own the Scripture 
Trinity, or Holy Three, of Father, Word, 
and Spirit, to be truly and properly One : 

That Chriſt 1s God, 15 that Chriſt is Man: 

That he came in the Fleſh, died, roſe again, 
| aſcended, and fits on God's right Hand, 
the only Sacrifice and Mediator tor Man's 

Happineſs : That truly Goſpel Means and 
Ordinances are requiſite, and to be reve- 

_ rently practiſed : That good Works are 

neceſſary and rewardable : That all Men 

are to be honoured in the Lord, according 

to their Degrees : And that Government in 

Church and State is God's Ordinance, and 
both requiſite and very beneficial. 

Now Reader, that which remains, is to 
recommend thee to this divine Principle 
of Light and Life, which they make the 
Root and Spring ot all true Senſe of God, 

and Religion in Man ; even the Light with- 
in, which they began with, and comes from 
Chriſt, and indeed is Chriſt the eternal 
Word, and which brings all that follow 

the Convictions and Leadings of it, to 
5 Chriſt; 
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8 Chriſt ; that is, to his Nature, which is 
" | meek, patient, loving, humble, harmleſs, Self- 
denying, and holy; and hereby to know 
him in themſelves according to Scripture, 
to be the Hope of their Eternal Glory. 
Who, as he is of Abrabam after the Fleſh, 
/ is he God, the true Light, over all, bleſſed 
"| for ever, and lighteneth all, in order to — 4 
Life and Blefſedneſs. Unto the Manifeſta- + 
tion of whoſe moſt holy and bleſſed Light | 
within, thou, Reader, art earneftly e- = 
horted. Bring thy Deeds to it, and love it, 4 
and walk in it, and thou wilt aſſuredly 
have the Light of Life ; and thy Fellowſhip 
ſhall be with God, and with his Son and 
Saints, and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt his 
Son ſhall cleanſe thee from all Sin. And whal- 1 Jolin 
ſoever Things are true, whatſoever Things 6. {| 
are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, Phu. r. 
whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever ** 

Things are lovely, whatſoever Things are 

of good Report, if there be any Virtue, A 

and if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe (| 

Things, Which, Reader, is I know, moſt | 

earneſtly deſired on thy Behalf, by this | 

deſpiſed and moſt abuſed People, called - 

Puakers. So be it. Amen, ES x 
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POSTCRIPT. 


Being an Exhortation to all People to | 


turn ſpeedily to the Lord, and ſeek 
him while he may be found, what- 
ever Per fwafion they are of, or Forms 
they are under, before the dreadful 
Day of God's V. engeance overtake 
them. 


1 Cor. Ve Inhabitants of che World, but 
vii. 7. more eſpecially you that know this 
11 1. People, and among whom the Teſtimon 


Rom. v. Which they bear, hath been held forth: 


22 Hear, and be intreated for your Souls 


18, 19 Sake! O that ye knew God your Creator, 
Mat. iii 


13. do be alſo your Redeemer ! who does as 
xvii. 5. certainly viſit you by the Spirit of the /e- 
— a, * cond Adam, as ever he Created you in the 
1. n Nature of the firſt Adam: That as in one 


'you fell, in the other you may ariſe out 


of your fallen and foul Eſtate, and become 


a reformed, regenerate, and choſen People 
to God, This is my beloved Son in whom 
[ 
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7 am well pleaſed, hear ye him, ſaid God the 
Father. And what ſays Chriſt the Son ? 
Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
Heart, and ye fhall find Reſt unto your 
Souls, For out of Chriſt, our of his Spirit 
and Nature, verily we cannot have Peace: 
No Peace to the Wicked, no Peace to the Rom. 
Proud and Ungodly, ſaith the Lord. O * 
Friends, you muſt take up your Croſs daily, 8, 5, 4 
and follow him, or ye cannot be bis Diſci-"4: 


ples, his Followers, his People, his Friends, iii, 3. 


thoſe in whom he is well pleaſed. Whoſe = V. 
Doctrine is not ſo much the good Words 1 John 
you read in Creeds and Catechiſms, as * 3. 
it is the Living and Souls-teachings of v. 4. 


his Spirit in your own Hearts; and whoſe 152. 


Religion is not Opinion, but Experi- Rom. 


ence, not Notion, but Enjoyment : Life "9 


from Death, Conver/ion, Regeneration : 2 Gor. 

In ſhort, Undefiledneſs, and Holineſs, with- 18. 77 

out which no Man ſpall fee the Lord. | vi, 5 
2 vi 


Here is the Faith of Jeſus : A Faith! "Thef, 


iii. 13. 


that overcomes the World, and works by yep, li. 


Love, not Violence. Where Zeal and 143. 
Charity are Companions, and Knowledge \ 
doth not puff up, but lives and works 2 Cor 
by Obedience, this is the Faith and Re-; James 
ligion of Jeſus: All others are the Faith i *** 
and Religion of Hypocrites and Devils; 


which they may have, and be Hypocrites 


and 


Fd 


/ 


[46] 


and Devils fil]: For though they be- 


lieve their Faith works not by Love, 
and though * know the Truth, they 
obey os ey 


Wherefore Friends, it ſtands you much | 


upon, to ſee what Faith and Religion you 
have; and not flatter yourſelves on to 


dal. vi. Perdition. Tt it be the True, the Pure, the 


3 Undefiled, according to the Apoſtle, 7 ames 
. then you will have light Hearts, 
and eaſie Confciences, and an Hope that 
will not make you aſhamed Elſe, believe it, 


Heavine/s, Anguiſh, and Tribulation will 


4 0,9. (whatever be your Profeſſion) overwhelm 
you, in the Day that God ſhall enter into 


Judgment with you. For which Cauſe, O 0 


my dear Country Folks, and People, be 


2 a xcy. entreated, while it is to day, to turn unto 
7 1113, the Lord with all your Hearts, and bear- 
7» 8,13. ken to his Voice, in your own Conſciences, 


that calls you to Holineſs, and Harden 
not your Hearts againſt his Reproof, for 
2 Cor. v the Reproof of Inſtruction is the Way 10 


Prov. i, Life; endleſs Life. Did you but ſee that 
23 God fees you every where, and in every 


pf alis thing, and that continually, it would abun- 


2t. dantly alter the Cafe with you. Then 


CxNXIX, 


would you fay as one of old, The Lord 


er. xvii 2925 here and I knew it not. Certainly, 


> 3+ Fear, holy Fear, would take hold of you, 
1 
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47 J 
an Awe of the omnipreſent Majeſty would Jer. 


ſeize you, and you would not do that be- 24. 


fore God, which you would be aſhamed Ames | 


Men ſhould ſee you do. For no Place is Rom,” 
h ſecret to him: The Light and Darkneſs" 2. 


are alike : His Witneſs is with you as much 


Ju 
0 alone, as in Company; and may perhaps 
e be better heard by you. 
k Sin not then in the Face of God, in Con- 


t | t<mpt of his Witneſs, in Deſpight of his 
Spirit that is in you; but hear it, receive 
ir, and love it, and you will be born of it, 

. and become the Children of him whoſe 

0 Eye penetrates the darkeſt Coverts, and 
) | findeth out the ſecreteſt Corners, even be pf. xciv 
0 that ſearches the Heart, and trys the Reins cuir. 
3 | of Man, and ſets bis Sins in order before, _ 
8 him, and telleth unto him his moſt inward 3 
Thougbis. „ 


iii. If, 


This being the Caſe, what manner of 
Perſons ought you to be, O you Children 
of Men! Do not ſatisfy yourſelves with 

Out. ſides, with a Name, a Profeſſion, a 
Church-member/hip, &c. For tis not what 
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. you ſay, but what you do. But urn in, 
and examine your own Hearts, ſee how 
they ſtand affected towards God, and his 
Law and Truth in your inward Parts, 
| Be ſtridt and true, in the Search, as you 
would 
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Ita, li. would fave your Souls. If your Minds 


fer. be ſet on Heavenly Things, and that Holi- 


zi %, and Charity be the zealous Bent 
Heb. thereof, well will it be with you for 
vill. 10, ever: To live then will be Chriſt, and 10 


Phil. i, die wil! be your eternal Gain. For bleſſed 


Pl, 73 that People and Nation whoſe God is the 


exlive Lord, But if the Love and Spirit of 


35 the World prevail: If Pride, Covetou/- 


neſs and Luxury, Envy, Bitterneſs and 
Vain Glory, that are ſo very oppoſite to 
the Will and Nature of God, and his 
holy Lamb; if thefe Things have Pow- 


Prov. er over you, flatter not yourſelves, 


xv. 8, 9. 


I. i. you cannot be true Chriſtians, nor in 
135, 16, Favour with God, for you take his Name 


17 18. ; IM | 4 5 
Nov. in vain: And your very Prayers and Ol 


axiii, lations are an Abomination to the Lord, 


26, 


7. 3. My Son give me thy Heart: He has 
given Man the reſt ; but That God will 


have for himſelf, if Man will have him 
for his God and Friend. Cozen not your- 


felves therefore, O ye Sons and Daugh- 


Rom, ters of Adam! for believe it, fuch as 
1 Cor you ſow, ſuch you muſt reap, and there is 
xv. 34. 20 Repentance in the Grave, And a ſhort, 
14. 


Tim. and great Judgments, of divers Kinds, 
11. 26. 


Joel 1. will begin it, and they are at the Door. 
TER f Yea, 


3. 


oy 


© vi. in that State, God calls for the Heart: 


rh. v. but great Work will God do in the Earth; 


ww ww 1 


that hidden and eternal Treaſure. $03. 
| ſhall you know that the Times of Refreſh- cl iii 


[ 49 ] 
Yea, they are begun, if ye could but ſee 
them. 


* 


O awake then, awake out of the dead Mal.iii, 


Sleep of this World! Behold the Judge is i, . 
at hand, and the Mid-night-Cry is coming Mas. 


upon you as a Thief in the Night. Prepare, op 


prepare, or you are excluded for ever | 44, 46. 


And remember, Salvation is from Sin, or 11. 


it will never be from Hrath ; ſo faith the 1J hn 
Angel, Thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus, for 1 


he ſhall ſave his People from their Sins: For $,21. 


it is the Pure in Heart that ſee God, and g. 


nothing unlike him can pleaſe him, and Ita, liv, 


eſs live with him for ever. xii, 12, 


| | | Jer.xxxj 
The eternal God reach unto you by Fial. 


his powerful Spirit, break your Peace in xxxiv, 


the Broad-Way, touch you deeply with a _ 


Senſe of your Diſobedience to him, give Zack. 


you true Contrition and Repentance, and =_ 


create in you a clean Heart, and renew a *Y 
right Spirit within you : To conclude, ii 27. 
Make you holy, make you zealous, and $om. 
make you charitable ; that you may do, Mat 
as well as ſay, and not only profeſs, but J 46. 
7oſſeſs the Truth of the Living God in viii. 18, 


your inward Parts: That Pearl of Price, IE. * 


ing are come from the Preſence of the Lor a, I 6,7 
"IE e and 
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. 
Hal. and that the Kingdom is again reſtored un- 
1. Ifrael! ISRAEL, the Prince of eter- 
Iſa, ix. nal Peace, who hath prevailed with God 
. for Man; whoſe Scepter is a Scepter o 
xj, 20, Rig bteouſneſs, and of whoſe Dominion 1 
ſhall be no End. So come Lord Tefus, and 
come quickly. Amen. 
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